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In the morning of December 8, Japanese forces poured over the border,

and over thirty fighters attacked Kai Tak and quickly destroyed the small
Royal Air Force unit (Figure 4).  On the
same day, the Royal Navy left for
Singapore, leaving only five motor
torpedo boats (MTBs).  The Royal Scots,
the Rajputs and Punjabis tried with some
difficulties to hold the Japanese forces
back at the so-called �Gin Drinkers�
Line� in Kowloon.

On December 6 to 7, many Rovers
attended the 2nd Rover Moot on a hill
off Clearwater Bay Road, including over
thirty from the La Salle Rover Crew,
amid constant alarms (Figure 5).  By the time they returned, the Volunteers
were mobilized.  Scout Commissioners Quah Cheow Cheang and G. S. P.
Heywood had to report to the Volunteer headquarters right the way.  Former
Scoutmasters Bill Gittins, a Sergeant in the 4th Battery, and G. R. Ross, a
Gunner with the 2nd Battery, went to their respective stations on the Hong
Kong Island.  Rovers and Scouters John Chong, Francis Lim, Richard Ma,
Henry Ma, Quah, Clifford Matthews, Eric Matthews, and Joseph Read from
the No. 3 Company were under Major Evan George Stewart, Group
Scoutmaster at the 10th Hong Kong.  The company�s mostly Eurasian
soldiers were posted to Stonecutters Island.  They received heavy fire from
the Japanese forces in Kowloon.  Four men were wounded, including Quah,
who was hit on the leg.

By December 11, with no naval or air support and a broken defense
line, Maltby reluctantly ordered withdrawal from the Kowloon mainland.
Everything was used as ferries, including a fleet of sampans supplied by the
one-legged Chinese Admiral Chan Chak (��), flown in earlier from the
Nationalist government in Chungking to fight local Chinese Fifth Columnists.
No. 3 Company was ferried by MTB 08 to the Hong Kong Island, and posted
to Wongneichong Gap.  G. B. Longman, a crew member of MTB 08, would
know some of the Scouters and Rovers from No. 3, as he was a Rover Mate
of the China Fleet Deep Sea Scouts.
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The A. R. P. Despatch Corps, consisting of mostly Boy Scouts and

Rover Scouts, was also mobilized on December 8.  However, the corps was
promptly shelled out of its headquarters, and had to re-establish itself at the
St. John�s Cathedral Hall.  It became responsible for issuing government
stores, rationing food, distributing bicycles, transmitting messages and orders,
and enrolling recruits and settling fleeing boys from occupied districts.  John
Pau, Scoutmaster of the King�s College group, was in charge of the corps.

As the peninsular was lost quickly, Scouts in the Despatch Corps on the
Kowloon side only saw action for several days.  Ambrose Wong (�� )
from the 17th Kowloon (La Salle College) served in the Shamshuipo Station.
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When the corps was disbanded, he went home and threw away his uniform.
Yeung Chun-man (�� ), a Rover from the 21st Kowloon (YMCA), served
with the motor-cycle messenger team in Kowloon, and then returned to his
home on the Island after Kowloon fell.  As reported in The Left Handshake,
a book by Hilary St. George Saunders on the Boy Scout Movement during
the Second World War, the boys stayed �very keen and did everything
possible to help put things in order,� and worked �deep into the night by
kerosene light,� despite growing confusion and mounting pressure after the
mainland was lost.
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Lieutenant-General Sakai�s letter demanding surrender was issued

even as the last British soldiers were just crossing over the harbor.  Young
turned it down flatly, given the expectation of a long siege back in England.
It should be noted that British attitudes had wavered over time.  In his own
memoir, The Second World War, Winston Churchill admitted that in as late
as January 1941, he was opposed to reinforcing Hong Kong, believing that

�if Japan goes to warKKKthere is not the slightest chance of holding Hong
Kong or relieving it.�  However, subsequently, London had been informed
that the island could be held for months, and Churchill eventually approved
the reinforcements by way of the two Canadian battalions.  On December 13,
Churchill telegrammed that back home all were �watching day by day and
hour by hour your stubborn defence of the port and fortress of Hong Kong,�
and that every day of the resistance would bring Britain �nearer our certain
final victory.�  Early signs suggested some grounds for optimism: There was
a botched crossing on December 15, and another �peace mission� from the
Japanese on December 17, which Young again declined �most absolutely.�

However, on the next nights, three regiments totaling some 7,500
Japanese made three landings on the Island, and fierce fighting ensued.
No. 3 Company, later reinforced by the Canadians, fought heroically to defend
Wongneichong, until overwhelmed by much-superior forces by December
19 (Figure 6).  L/Cpl R. Ma�s section of nine men held its post until five
were killed and three wounded, and the post was finally overcome with a
bayonet charge.  Among the casualties on that day was Lieutenant Donald
James Anderson, a former Sixer of the Wolf Cub Pack of 5th Hong Kong,
the traditional Eurasian Scout Group, who was also an outstanding cricketer,
the first local magistrate, and youngest of four officers of the company.  Two
days before his death, he had written to his younger sister Catherine, who was
a Girl Guide, with foreboding: �So
far we have had no shelling or dive
bombing but I feel certain our time
will come soon.�  Pte H. Ma was
shot on the chest and arrested, but
later escaped, rejoined British
forces, and was transferred to Queen
Mary Hospital, where he met up
with Quah, who was alright despite
his injury but �could not take
food.�  Given the losses suffered by
their company, both Quah and Ma
should count themselves fortunate
indeed.

The Eurasian Company, which had many Scout members, was a tough
unit to beat, despite much larger enemy forces.  According to G. B. Endacott,
all told, �the company suffered 80 per cent casualtiesKKKand it virtually ceased
to exist as a formation after paying thus heavily for its heroic stand.�  After
the Japanese took over Wongneichong Gap, Colonel Shooji felt compelled
to send a message of apology to his commander due to great casualties on
his side.  Major Stewart was later decorated with the Distinguished Service
Order for his gallant leadership at both the Stonecutters Island and the
Wongneichong Gap.
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