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By late 1930s, as open conflict between British Hong Kong and the
advancing Japanese troops became increasingly likely, Chinese
nationalism, discouraged by the colonial authorities until then,  suddenly
seemed more palatable.  Though Hong Kong was not yet officially at
war, the threat of imminent hostility was clear, as increasingly more parts
of China fell under the control of the Japanese, and the colony herself was
flooded with half a million Chinese refugees.  Members of the local Scout
movement were prepared to fight, as they signed up
for the Volunteers Corps, the Air Raid Precaution
Despatch Corps, and other auxiliary services, inspired
by heroic Scout war services in China, and official
encouragement of dual loyalty to Britain and China
against their common enemy, Japan.
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By this time, Japan's advance in China appeared

unstoppable.  For years, the former had developed a
seemingly unquenchable thirst for territorial growth,
annexing Taiwan, Korea, Tsingtao, and then
Manchuria.  The Second Sino-Japanese War formally
broke out in July 1937, when the Japanese used a
border incident at the Marco Polo Bridge to enter North China and then
besieged and took over Peking in twenty days.  Hitler chose Japan as his
ally to counter the Soviet Union, and, in turn, the Nationalist Chinese signed
the Sino-Soviet Non-aggression Pack in August 1937, and formed a united
front with the Chinese Communists.  In the same month, hostilities erupted

in Shanghai, which fell in November, after a
heroic and costly resistance (Figure 1).
Nanking was lost in December, after another
bloody fight, and the Nanking massacre
ensued, when between 150,000 and 300,000
Chinese were killed.  Despite a few stunning
setbacks, such as the 1937 P'ing-hsing Pass
campaign led by Communist Lin Piao and
the 1938 Tai-erh-chuang campaign led by
Nationalist Li Tsung-jen, Japanese troops
continued to push forward.

In this context, it is not at all surprising
that the ideal of the international brotherhood
of Scouting should yield to the prevailing
political sentiments of the time.  In 1938,
when eleven Japanese Boy Scouts stopped
over in Hong Kong on their way to Europe to
attend Hitler-Jugend and Ballila (German and

Italian versions of Scouting) gatherings, an official of the Hong Kong
association declared that "no local arrangements have yet been made to
welcome the Japanese Scouts." (Figure 2)

fããáåÉåí=Üçëíáäáíó=áå=eçåÖ=hçåÖ

�� !"#
Though Hong Kong was not officially

in the war, the threat of imminent hostility
was clear to all but the most optimistic.  By
October 1938, Canton and Hankow had
both been taken.  Chinese refugees flooded
the colony.  In 1937, 100,000 came, in 1938
another 500,000, in 1939 150,000, and soon
"about 500,000 people were sleeping in the
streets."  Han Suyin (Figure 3), the Eurasian
author, going against the flow and intent
on returning to serve in China, provided a
first-hand account of these refugees:

Common Enemy and Dual Loyalty, 1937-41 (1)
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[w]e came...as strangers in a strange city, and friends cropped up as
if by magic everywhere...We had seen them last in Peking or Tientsin.
We had known the graciousness of their lovely, spacious homes
and shared their life of leisurely, mellow enjoyment.  We met them
again, dispossessed of their lands, all their material wealth gone,
living crowded together in tiny rooms in Hong-Kong...

As Hong Kong had only over 840,000
people in 1931, these inflows practically
doubled its population, and caused tremendous
stress.  The government was forced to build
temporary camps, and assorted voluntary
agencies opened up their facilities.  War was no
longer a distant reality but would sooner or later
come to British Hong Kong.  As early as 1938,
a report of the police commissioner mentioned
"a possible Japanese landing at Bias Bay" and
small Japanese detachments crossing over the
border (Figure 4). These threats had far-reaching
consequences for the local Scout Movement.
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As can be seen from the table, besides the well-established Troops
from the elite churches and mission and government schools, there
were quite a number of newer Chinese Troops from vernacular and
rural schools, including Yiu Yeung�� !, Nam Yuet �� !, Yeurk
Chi�� !, Yiu Ying�� !, Pui Ching�� !, Tak Ming�� ! and
Tai Po Tsai�� !", suggesting the increasing breadth and depth of the
Hong Kong Scout Movement.  By end of the year, membership topped
the one thousand mark, with youth members at school constituting 60%
of total, versus only 40% the previous year.
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With pressing defense needs and supportive attitudes of the Hong Kong

Chinese, Scouting penetrated many more schools and membership grew
rapidly during this period, despite the evacuation of ethnic British boys.

Steady growth was registered in 1937 to 1939. Northcote attended
the St. George's Day rally cum Banner competition in  April 1939 at
D.B.S.  This gathering could in many senses be seen as a climax in prewar
Scouting activities -- over six hundred Scouts from twenty-nine Troops
appeared, and twenty-three leaders received warrants, including sixteen
Chinese.  The ethnic backgrounds of the Troops are summarized below:

Type Troops
British St. Andrew's, Garrison, St. John's Cathedral  (3 Troops)
Mixed Sea Scouts, St. Joseph's, Catholic Cathedral, Kln

Catholic, Roving 5th (Eurasian), St. Teresa's, La Salle
(7 Troops)

Chinese Diocesan Boys', King's, Holy Trinity, Shamshuipo,
 Nam Yuet, St. Paul's, Yiu Ying, Wah Yan Kln, Queen's,
Central Chinese, Wah Yan, Mongkok, Kowloon City,
Cheung Chau Gov't, Yeurk Chi, Tai Po Tsai, Yiu
Yeung, Chinese YMCA, Pui Ching (19 Troops)

Table 1: Scout Troops by Ethnic Background, April 1939 Rally

2010 Paul KUA, all rights reservedc
(Part 1 of 5)

cáÖìêÉ=PI=e~å=pìóáåI= íÜÉ
bìê~ë á~å = ïê á íÉ ê = E ä ~ íÉ ê
éÜóëáÅá~åF=ïÜç=ï~ë=áå=eçåÖ
hçåÖ=áå=NVPUI=çå=ÜÉê=ï~ó=íç
ëÉêîÉ=áå=ï~êíáãÉ=`Üáå~K
�� !"#$%&'()
NVPU�� !"#$%&'

cáÖìêÉ=QI=^=NVPU=êÉéçêí=çÑ=íÜÉ=`çããáëëáçåÉê=çÑ=mçäáÅÉ=ãÉåíáçåáåÖ=íÜÉ
éçëëáÄäÉ=ä~åÇáåÖ=çÑ=g~é~åÉëÉ=áå=eçåÖ=hçåÖK
NVPU�� !"#$%&'($)*+,-./0


