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Although ethnic British Boy

Scouts had no problem helping
during the strike, the call-out for help
might have caused mental struggles
for at least some Chinese boys
(Figure 10).  The Hong Kong
Telegraph reported that some senior
Chinese boys in leading schools had
participated in demonstrations and
walked out of schools in support.  In
June 1925, amidst the anti-British
strikes, Waldegrave noted that 10th
Hong Kong (St. Paul's College) was
"on strike," then he hastened to
qualify the statement by saying "or
rather like the other Chinese Troops
out of action pro. tem." His
assessment was that while a few
Chinese boys might have walked
out as part of the anti-British
exodus, "[m]any scouts were sent out
of the Colony by their parents when

trouble began, and intimidators threatened terrible calamities for
Hongkong, and many were not allowed by their parents to volunteer."

In September, he complained about an American professor from the
Canton Christian College who had claimed in a "lying anti-British sermon"
that "Boy Scouts [in Hong Kong], rather than swear allegiance to King
George, had left the Movement."  Waldegrave called this a blatant lie.  To
him, the boys would not be in Scouting to begin with if they had not taken
the Scout Promise � a logical point which unfortunately did not address
the concern that perhaps some would not join because of the promise.  He
also argued that making the promise did not amount to "swearing
allegiance" to the King, a subtle difference which was probably hard for
young Chinese boys to see.  In short, the fact was some Chinese troops had
become inactive during the strikes.  Whether they were striking in support
of their compatriots was subject to varying interpretations.  Nonetheless,
this incident highlighted the difficulties with the promise, especially the
"duty to the King" component, among many Chinese boys in the colony.
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Clementi was in favor of encouraging Scouting for Chinese boys

(Figure 11).  Perhaps more importantly, with his good understanding of
Chinese language, culture and politics,
he was able to remove the perceived
obstacle of the Scout Promise in the
way of growing the movement among
the Chinese.  Around this time,
Professor Lancelot Forster of the
University of Hong Kong, a supporter
of Scouting who had tried to recruit
more Chinese from the university to
join, had informed Waldegrave that
"the difficulty with most of them is the
promise of 'duty to the King,'" thus
confirming the American professor's
accusation to some extent. It is interesting
to note that Waldegrave's "one or two
boys" had become Forster's "most
Chinese."

At any rate, it would seem that
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the problem was serious enough, as Waldegrave took the trouble to speak
with Clementi.  The Chief Scout was sympathetic, and agreed to an
important adaptation, a compromise solution, as reported in May 1926 by
Waldegrave in a letter to the British Boy Scouts Association:

Clementi is fully in favor of our using in Chinese the words "the
Head of the Nation" for "King," as he feels as we do the great
importance of the movement in combating Bolshevism which is
making another attack on the schools here, and I have been instructed
to pass the word quietly to the Chinese S.M.s to allow that form of
promise to be taken. Nothing on the matter is being put in writing.
(Figure 12)
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On the surface of it, use of the term "the head of the nation (�� 

�)" was similar to what was done in America, France or China, which did
not have a king.  But there is a substantive difference.  In these cases, use of
the term simply replaced the king with their republican equivalent, the
president.  There was no room for interpreting that term to mean another
person by the boys.  However, in the Hong Kong colonial context, given
the unique problem with nationalism among Chinese boys, use of a generic
description "the head of the nation" was ambivalent and served another,
very different, purpose: it could be interpreted as either the King of the
British Empire or the head of another state, in particular, China.  In essence,
it allowed Chinese boys to have dual loyalty or loyalty only to China (or,
though less likely, Britain) by swearing allegiance to both or either the
British King or the president of the Republic of China.

In this matter, Hong Kong was more progressive than other British
colonies.  Some comparative insights would be instructive.  In British
Nigeria, it appears that the Scout Promise in local language was not even
commonly known to exist.  According to Arthur Brown, many interwar
Nigerian Scoutmasters actually thought that "to be able to speak English
was a condition of membership, since otherwise a Scout could not...make
the Promise!"  Sheila Patterson noted that it was largely the unwillingness
of Boy Scouts in British South Africa "to abandon the Union Jack or to
omit the reference to the King" which led to the eventual creation of an
alternative Afrikaans language youth movement called the Voortrekkers in
1931, whose members vowed to do their duty to God, his Volk and his
country.  Years later, Indian Boy Scouts still had to commit to perform
their duties to the British King.  K. N. Kadam was a Boy Scout in India in
late 1930s, and recalled that in those days, Indian boys had to take this
oath: "On my word of honor, I promise to do my duty to God, King, and
Country."  It is significant that though "country" was added, no doubt
meaning India for most Indian boys, it did not replace, but was rather
preceded by, the British King.
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