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A key challenge with Scouting during early part of the interwar
years was the fact that it could not reach most non-British Chinese
boys, including many in elite government and mission schools who
were likely to become useful members in commerce or the government
in the future.  There were two barriers, somewhat interrelated: the
British nationality requirement for membership and allegiance to the
British King as required by the Scout Promise.

Removal of the nationality restriction could easily be effected by
the colonial authority.  Many "nationalistic" Chinese school boys were
under the "wrong" sort of influence and got involved in anti-British
strikes and boycotts.  It would be useful to include them in Scouting
so they could be given "proper" citizenship training.  By the end of
Governor Stubbs' and the beginning of Governor Clementi's time,
British nationality requirement was indeed removed, if discreetly
without formal announcements in the beginning.  In 1927, this
requirement was relaxed even for auxiliary military services, when it
was noted that the Volunteer Ordinance of 1920 authorizing services
of "any persons" made it legal to enroll aliens.  Two companies were
formed with non-British Portuguese, and it was clarified that "a
Portuguese Volunteer will...not be asked to renounce his Portuguese
nationality."

Removal of British loyalty
commitment would require a
creative re-think of the Scout
Promise adopted wholesale by most
in the empire.  This was not
impossible: some countries had
adapted it from the start based on
their needs.  Still, in these early
years, most British colonies had
remained faithful to the original
promise.  As shall be seen in this
article, Clementi finally agreed to
a clever adaptation of the Scout
Promise in Chinese in 1926, in
force throughout the remainder of
the interwar years, motivated by a
perce ived  need  to  p rov ide
citizenship training to local non-
British Chinese boys.

qÜÉ=lêáÖáå~ä=_êáíáëÜ=pÅçìí=mêçãáëÉ
�� !"#$%&'(

The original, British Scout's
Oath, as it was called in the first,

1908, edition of Scouting for Boys, already emphasized duty to God
and the King, and helpfulness towards others (Figure 1).  This first
promise was as follows:

On My Honour I promise that-
1. I will do my duty to God and the King.
2. I will do my best to help others, whatever it costs me.
3. I know the scout law, and will obey it.

This three-part oath, embodiment of the citizenship ideals of
Scouting, was re-emphasized by Baden-Powell, when he gave special
meanings to the Scout's salute: "The three fingers held up (like the
three points of the scout's badge) remind him of his three promises in
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the scout's oath.  1. Honour God and the King. 2. Help others. 3. Obey
the Scout Law."  This oath was, according to the founder, meant for
boys who "belong to the Great British Empire, one of the greatest
empires that has ever existed in the world."
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The Scout Promise was not identical the world over from the
earliest days.  Many countries had adapted it according to their needs.
When Scouting was introduced in Britain and then in Christian,
English-speaking parts of the empire such as Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, the oath posed no particular problem.  After all, Christianity
was the professed religion of most in these countries, and the King's
authority would not be challenged by any.  However, when the
movement spread to the rest of the world, adaptations became
necessary.  A few examples would provide useful contextual insights
on the introduction of an adapted Chinese oath in Hong Kong in the
interwar years.

America was one of the earliest country outside the British Empire
to adopt Scouting, and had opted for a modified and more
comprehensive Scout Oath early on:

On my honor I will do my best
1. To do my duty to God and my country, and to obey the Scout

Law;
2. To help other people at all times;
3. To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally

straight.

Substitution of "my country" for "the King" was to be expected,
given the republican form of government in the United States of
America.  Addition of "[t]o keep myself physically strong, mentally
awake, and morally straight" reflected early influences of the Young
Men's Christians Association (YMCA), as it was a rendition of YMCA's
emphasis on all-round ("body, mind, spirit") development (Figure 2).
This was not surprising, as important early leaders of American
Scouting such as Edgar Robinson and James West had originally come
from YMCA (Figure 3).
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